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ANNOUNCEMENT: Zarletti's 10yr anniversary at NLC

Acts 20:35 (ESV) 35 In all things | have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak
and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive.””

2 Cor 8:1-15 (NIV) ' And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has
given the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their
extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For | testify that they gave as much as they were able,
and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of
sharing in this service to the Lord'’s people. 5 And they exceeded our expectations: They gave
themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us. 6 So we urged Titus, just as he
had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7 But since you
excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have
kindled in you—see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 8 | am not commanding you, but | want to
test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. ¢ For you know the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through
his poverty might become rich. 1© And here is my judgment about what is best for you in this matter. Last
year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 1" Now finish the work, so
that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means.
12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what
one does not have. '3 Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but
that there might be equality. 4 At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in
turn their plenty will supply what you need. The goal is equality, 15 as it is written: “The one who
gathered much did not have too much, and the one who gathered little did not have too little.”

When we give generously...

1. We declare Jesus is the LEADER OF OUR LIFE.

* Generosity giving should be GUIDED BY THE WILL OF GOD.

2 Cor 8:5 (NIV) 5 And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and
then by the will of God also to us.



* Generosity giving comes from THE HEART.

2 Cor 8:1-3 (NIV) T And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has
given the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their
extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For | testify that they gave as much as they were able,
and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own,

2 Cor 8:12 (NIV) 2 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not
according to what one does not have.

* Generosity giving is an area we are EXPECTED TO GROW IN.

2 Cor 8:7 (NIV) 7 But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete
earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.

2. We support the work of God IN THE WORLD.

BRIDGE BUILDER offerings go toward specific mission projects all around the world.
* Pastor Timothy Kakooza — $10,000.
Tony Geselle is with us today — Tree Top Ministries - $5,000.
* Thanksgiving Food Distribution — $10,000 to 75 families.
* Ultra Sound Equipment at Life Choice Center - $15,000.
* Helping Hands - $8,000
o Car care clinic
o School supplies for single parent families
o Benevolence

* Convoy of Hope - $5,000

Mission



2 Cor 8:14-15 (NIV) 14 At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their
plenty will supply what you need. The goal is equality, 1> as it is written: “The one who gathered much
did not have too much, and the one who gathered little did not have too little.”

Generous giving expresses our faith and our commitment to Christ and the Gospel.

3. We discover the BLESSINGS OF GOD.

2 Cor 9:6-15 (NIV) ¢ Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you
abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good
work. ¢ As it is written: “They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures
forever.” 10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase
your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 1! You will be enriched in every

way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in

thanksgiving to God. 12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s

people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. '3 Because of the service by which

you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession

of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 4 And in
their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you.
15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!

We don't give generously to “get” more but rather so we can become even more
generous!

Pr22:9 (NIV) 2 A generous man will himself be blessed...

1 Tim 6:18-19 (NLT) 18 Tell them to use their money to do good...always being ready to share with
others. 1% By doing this they will be storing up their treasure as a good foundation for the future so that
they may experience true life.



